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OCEAN DRIVE: at the cutting edge of yachting

Modern and innovative in design, SEA CORAL II provides generous and comfortable cruising while remaining kind 
to the environment. The unique Arcadia Construction System incorporates patented solar panels as well as a carbon 
neutral construction foot print. 
SEA CORAL II has an unconventional lifestyle with a sundeck of approx 40sqm; it’s a real floating home, very light, 
bright and very spacious. The A105’ main deck features interior and exterior areas, relaxing and dining zones which 
flow into each other, delighting guests at any time of the day.
Ideally located in the seaside resort of Golfe Juan on France’s Côte d’Azur, Ocean Drive is the exclusive dealer for 
Arcadia and boasts twenty years’ experience as a motor yacht professional. Ocean Drive covers all the aspects of the 
yachting business including sales, brokerage, management & charters.
This stunning Arcadia 105’ will be available on the charter market this summer. 
Contact: OCEAN DRIVE Port Camille Rayon - Golfe-Juan: +33 (0)4 93 63 16 71 - info@oceandrive.fr

FISCAL AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS:
The specific case of the United Kingdom after Brexit
After Brexit, the United Kingdom has left the European Union institutions, however, the United Kingdom will still 
be part of the Union customs territory and of the EU VAT territory at least until December 31st, 2020. Until then, 
nothing will change regarding the customs and tax regulations applied to yachting and a resident from the UK, for 
example, will not be subject to temporary admission until at least January 1st, 2021.
CHARTERS (Please find below the main points about chartering in France):
• A charter licence is not required
• The owning company needs to register for VAT before starting charter activity. For this, the owning company must 
appoint a VAT representative in France. The VAT representative will apply for VAT registration on behalf of the 
owning company. This process takes 6 to 8 weeks, so make sure you plan ahead.
• VAT is due on charter fees. The standard rate is 20%. The VAT won´t be due if the charter starts in another EU 
country (it will be due in the country where it has started).
• VAT will also be charged on delivery and redelivery fees
• VAT is not charged on the time spent in French waters if the charter starts outside if the EU
• The taxable amount may be reduced if the yacht cruises the high seas: 20% is due on 50% of the taxable amount 
starting from a French port with a cruising itinerary outside EU waters. This rule will stop being applied on March 
30th, 2020, which means that after this date a pro rata will be used according to the time spent in EU waters and 
outside EU waters. The full VAT will be charged when cruising in EU waters and 0% VAT will be charged when 
cruising outside EU waters.
Exemple: a charter from Nice to Sicily > Time spent in EU waters : 8 days / Time spent in non-EU waters: 2 days. The 
VAT rate will be 80% of 20% = 16% (effective VAT rate).
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14 boulevard d’Aguillon

06600 Antibes France

Tél. : +33 (0)4 93 34 06 43

Mob. : +33 (0)6 09 64 78 19

Yacht Agent



SHIPCHANDLER The iconic Antibes Ships Services

NAUTIPAINTS, NAUTICHANDLER arrives in Antibes!

Shipchandler has reopened and been brought bang 
up-to-date with an eco-friendly, sustainable focus 
by its new owners. The revamped chandlery and 
rigging  shop are being managed by the popular 
Mr Damien Williams who has been supplying 
superyachts on the French Riviera for over 30 years.
The chandlery and rigging shop remain in the 
same location by the port of Antibes and products 
can be ordered by phone, email and the soon to 

be launched website. Plenty of  green options are 
available along with all your trusted brands and 
a new luxury water toy department increases 
what’s on offer to include everything a yacht could 
possibly need!

Contact: SHIPCHANDLER
12 boulevard d’Aguillon, 06600 Antibes
+33 (0)4 93 34 68 00

The Nauti Group has developed from a simple 
fishing supplies shop in the early 70’s to the 
global leader that it is today. As the Superyacht 
industry has developed so has NautiGroup: 
responding to the ever-increasing technical 
demands of the vessels. The Nauti Group 
comprises of four divisions:

• Nautichandler supplying to the yachting industry.
• Nautipaints finishing and refinishing Superyachts.
• Nauti Industria servicing all kinds of oil, fuel and water tanks.

• Nauti Underwater offering hull maintenance.
In the new Nautichandler shop, we are proud to be a complete service 
for everything your yacht needs. Working directly with yachts, their crew 
and with the Yacht Agents, we supply every conceivable product needed 
by boats of all sizes, from luxury Superyachts to the humblest of dinghies.

Contact: NAUTIPAINTS
1170 route de Nice, 06600 Antibes
Linda Ozana +33 (0)4 83 65 02 01
antibes@nautichandler.com - www.nautichandler.com

Zoom in on services dedicated to your Yacht
SWIFT MARINE Maritime Agency specialized in International Transport

Specialized in the transport by air, sea and road 
of goods intended for yachts. Swift Marine 
also offers a wide range of services such as the 
reservation of berths  ; placement of pleasure 
yachts under inward processing relief for refit 
or repair purposes  ; reception of parcels and 
letters (post box)  ; shipment of packages by 
courrier services (FedEx, DHL, UPS, TNT)  ; 
subscription of GSM lines ; visa formalities for 
crew, provisioning or storage of goods in their 
warehouses in Antibes and Biot. 
Always friendly and attentive to the slightest 
needs of its customers, the Swift Marine team 
welcomes you to its new and spacious office 
located at 43/45 avenue Pasteur in Antibes. 
Responsive and resourceful in its expertise, we 

always find the appropriate logistics solutions for 
the flow of goods from the nautical sector. Our 
expertise in import-export customs formalities, 
our competence in the packaging and shipping 
of hazardous materials and with more than 
30 years of experience, make Swift Marine 
an agency recognized and appreciated for its 
faultless professionalism.

YAAF Member
Contact: SwIFT MARINE
43/45 avenue Pasteur, 06600 Antibes
+33 (0)4 93 34 00 98
contact@swiftmarine.com
www.swiftmarine.com

New services in Antibes



Towards a Harmonisation of Qualifications and Training between French 
and English Maritime Regimes.

«Do you speak English?»

Nearly all maritime qualifications are governed 
by international regulations, but how the latter 
are applied depends on national authorities. This 
can lead to differences in how the qualifications 
are obtained. The yachting profession is largely 
modeled on British practice, governed by the 

MCA, which was quick to respond to the specific 
needs of the industry. The French training 
regime, on the other hand, has remained stuck 
with merchant navy requirements, something 
which puts French candidates at a disadvantage.
A typical yachtie’s career consists of periods of 
sea service on board yachts, during which the 
seafarer gains experience but also earns money, 
punctuated by shortish but intense training 
courses, to move up to the next level. A master 
3000, for instance, will have done all jobs, 
starting with the most humble, before taking 
command of a yacht. He knows what he’s 
talking about: he’s got credibility. His master’s 
ticket is just the formalisation of his experience 
and competence.
However, French training (which is of good 
quality) puts coursework and diplomas first, 

and the courses are quite long. In order to get a 
CoC (licence to operate), you have to then get 
a job and gain sea time, which is difficult if you 
are up against candidates with more seagoing 
experience than you. The French model is 
fine for the merchant navy, but is unsuited for 
the very open, flexible model of professional 
yachting.
That’s why AIYA, along with GEPY and the 
PYA, is campaigning for more reciprocity 
between British and French qualifications, but 
also for a more flexible approach to training on 
the French side, making more use of modular 
courses. This will allow French yachties to get in 
more sea time, but also earn enough to finance 
their training. Their CoC will come quicker, 
too.

You want to get a job on a yacht? The first challenge is a working 
knowledge of English, which is essential for understanding orders and 
communicating with other crew members. The yachting industry is 
international and English is the lingua franca. So if you only speak French 
you stand no chance at all.
AIYA can put you in touch with reputable training centers which can 
bring you up to scratch both in general English and the specialised terms 
used in international yachting.
Antibes boasts a number of centres which have been catering for training 
needs in the service sector and tourism for over thirty years.

Financial assistance for fees may be available, depending on your 

circumstances, through your CPF personal training account. Ideally you 

should try to spend some time in Britain or any other English speaking 

country. Part-time jobs are easy to come by, and this first-hand experience 

is indispensable if you wish to acquire the necessary competence to 

understand and speak English.

Once you have English, AIYA can advise and help you make your dream 

come true.

News from AIYA
AIYA, a Charity Serving Yachties and Future Yachties in Antibes.

AIYA (Antibes International Yachting Academy 
is an Antibes charity which offers help and advice 
to young people who wish to train for jobs in 
the yachting industry. In this career, passion 
and a good command of English are essential. 
Qualifications can be acquired progressively, 
along with sea-going experience, and it is 
perfectly possible, in time, for a deckhand to rise 
to being the captain of a 60 metre yacht sailing 
in the Med or the West Indies depending on the 
season.

 You can contact AIYA via its website (www.aiya-
antibes.fr), or in person during the forthcoming 
job fairs in 2020. Come to see us with your draft 
CV, we can give you advice on career choices, 
inform you about basic training and where to 
do it, and help you turn your French CV into an 
English one. You will be able to meet industry 
professionals, yacht captains, crew recruitment 
agencies, professional yachtsmen’s associations 
(PYA, GEPY…), port agents, training centres, 
Pôle Emploi.

Contact: FLC FORMATION - Catherine Girard

+33 (0)4 93 67 66 50
secretariat@flcformation.fr
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The French government has instituted a policy 
regulating marine traffic in the Mediterranean. 
Since 2016, commercial shipping and yachts 
over 80 metres are subject to rules governing 
where they may anchor. To maintain security 
at sea and control access to French territorial 
waters, but also to protect the marine 

environment, the Prefet Maritime has decided 
to extend these rules, starting this summer 2020, 
to yachts over 24, or even 20 metres. They can 
no longer anchor in posidonia zones. This plant 
shelters a rich marine ecosystem, absorbs CO2 
and needs to be protected from damage by 
anchoring. The habitat of this underwater plant 
is unequally distributed, but is especially present 
in the areas where yachts are most frequent: off 
Hyères and its islands, off Pampelonne and the 
gulf of St Tropez, Cannes, Antibes and Golfe 
Juan, Villefranche and the bay of Beaulieu sur 
Mer. The alternative is regulated anchorages, 
ZMELs for short, but setting them up, which 
depends on local authorities, is neither simple 
nor sufficient.

From September 2019, the GEPY has been 

meeting government representatives at the 

Prefecture Maritime in Toulon to express both 

its misgivings about the consequences for the 

yachting industry and to suggest alternative 

proposals. Since then, there have been a series of 

meetings between the two sides. The GEPY has 

argued for a strategy of fair sharing of the areas 

still open to the yachts concerned. The Prefet 

Maritime will deliver his verdict this Spring. 

The Gepy, in keeping with its aims, will stay 

on full alert, ready to react, and will distribute 

any official announcements to its members, 

and, why not, to all seafarers and captains, via 

meetings, if that proves necessary.

News from GEPY

ANCHORAGE REGULATIONS

WELCOME TO GEPY!
The GEPY is a charity founded in 2002 which 
brings together French speaking professional 
yachtsmen to further the following aims:
• Helping these seafarers to get to know each other 
and bring them into professional networks;
• Representing crew members and bringing their 
professional knowledge to national and regional 
decision making;
• Taking part in the development of regulations, in 
concert with the relevant authorities;
• Communicating with seafarers about the latest 
career news and prospects, via meetings.
• Representing crew interests in the yachting 
industry, whilst maintaining and developing 
working relationships with institutional partners 
and other professional associations.
The GEPY is a permanent member of working 
groups and ministerial commissions. It has a 
permanent seat in the Local Nautical Commissions. 
Its views are frequently sought, both on a regular 
basis, and when particular issues arise.
The GEPY has already brought about two reforms 
to maritime training, and is the originator of the 
specifically yacht career development as it is today, 

in particular the creation of the Master 3000 Yacht 
Certificate.
The GEPY was in the front line during the crisis 
surrounding social security cover for seafarers 
under foreign flags in 2017. This crisis, if you 
remember, threatened to see an exodus of foreign 
yachts. The propositions of the GEPY made for 
finding a just and fair solution, keeping these 
yachts in our waters, and saving jobs, companies 
and maintenance and repair facilities.
Since September 2019, the GEPY has been taking 
part, along with the Departmental Maritime 
Authorities of the Var and the Alpes Maritimes, in 
preparatory meetings relative to the application of 
the regulations which will completely change the 
traditional anchorages of our yachts on the French 
Mediterranean coastline.

Contact: GEPY
Place Lisnard
13 rue des Grands Horts, 06220 Vallauris
+33 (0)6 11 80 90 69
info@gepy.fr - www.gepy.fr

ANTIBES BEST OF YACHTING - Direction de la publication : Sophie Mordelet Communication - 43 avenue Pasteur - 06600 Antibes -+33 (0)6 64 65 78 88 - sophie.mordelet@bestofyachting.com - www.bestofyachting.com
Imprimeur : Scribe Gestion Services - Maquette : Sgcom - Mise en page et graphisme : Caroline Vasseur VscPub -  Relecture & Traduction : Jon Usher

Tous droits de reproduction interdits - 2000 exemplaires - Photos non contractuelles - Ne pas jeter sur la voie publique - Do not throw on the public road

ANTIBES

YACHTING

best of

PROTECT THE MARINE
ENVIRONMENT



The yacht agent acts on behalf of the yacht’s 
owner, for the needs of the ship. He carries 
out all the operations that the owner would do 
himself if he were there or that the captain could 
do. His duties include the following:

• Preparation of the stays and booking of the berths in port;
• Information to the crew and captain about all the regulations in force: 
customs, navigation and immigration;
• Providing to all the yacht’s needs during the stay, paying on behalf of the 
yacht for any expenses: pilot, fuel, provisions…;
• Storing and delivering any packages and goods to the yacht when it 
arrives in port;
• Performing any other mission given by the shipowner, including many 
concierge services.
The extent of his representation duties is defined by a signed contract 
between the agent and his client. Nowadays, the yacht agent must face an 
increasing amount of demands regarding security and safety coming from 
the local authorities and the port administrations.

what is YAAF?
The Yacht Agent Association France was created in 2019 with the intention 
of unifying established yacht agents in France and interfacting with and 
assisting various maritime authorities and organisations regarding a range 
of topics such as:
• The establishment of an official yacht agents’ status;
• Restricted anchorages and water sports operations;
• E-scale port procedures;
• Customs clearance;
• Immigration;
• VAT issues.
Each company member of the YAAF commits to complying with the 
following good practice rules:
• Transparency: the supplier invoice is readily available for any client 
whishing to see the original expense;
• Attitude and way of conducting business: reliable, honest, answering 
in a timely manner all requests, services done with the highest standards;
• Invoicing: the invoices are sent in a timely manner, at the end of the 
charter when requested or before the end of the month;
• Insurance: the agencies, and all suppliers recommended by the agencies 
have a professional indemnity insurance and have been carefully vetted 
before being sent to the yacht;
• Language: agents speak fluent English and French;
• Numbers of years in business: each agency has been in the yachting 
business in France for at least 5 years;

• Legal: the agents are French VAT registered;
• Safety/security: the agents are able to inform and perfom the correct 
immigration and customs;
• Logistics: all agents have physical offices, and can receive packages;
• Knowledge: all agency staff have specific training on navigation, 
maritime laws, immigration and taxes;
• Clients Data Protection: Non-disclosure and confidentiality regarding 
all operations with yachts;
• Commission: refuse to pay in any manner commissions to clients, crew 
or other employees of the yacht.

why join YAAF?
• COMPETITIVENESS - In this highly competitive market where new 
players are starting each year, a French agent being part of the YAAF is a 
mark of quality and stability. 
• INFORMATION - The strength of YAAF will be to communicate to 
the authorities about the issues and challenges we face on the ground with 
our clients, providing them with real practical information and ultimately 
making cruising in France a clear and straightforward experience for 
Captains. The members of the YAAF will be informed of the latest changes 
in regulations and navigation, given that the YAAF aims at becoming the 
preferred point of communication for the authorities.
• DISCUSSION - YAAF is different from other yachting industry associations. 
We are agents, and as such, we are hands on, efficient and fast to tackle issues. 
Joining YAAF will help you be heard and give you an easy possibility to 
discuss with other professional that also evolve in the same world.

Contacts: 
BwA YACHTING - Sarah Futhazar

+33 (0)7 77 14 95 24 - s.futhazar@bwayachting.com
CATALANO SHIPPING  - Mark Ravnolt

+33 (0)6 43 91 31 91 - mark@catalanoshipping.com
RIVIERA YACHT SUPPORT - Ulf Sydbeck

+33 (0)6 12 44 24 16 - ulf@rivierayachtsupport.com
SwIFT MARINE  - Philippe Griset 

+33 (0)4 93 34 00 98 - contact@swiftmarine.com
YACHT AGENT ASSOCIATION FRANCE (YAAF)

Association Loi 1901 -  N°W061013949 
14 boulevard d’Aguillon, 06600 Antibes - www.yaafgroup.com

Good Practice - Yacht Agent Association France
What is a yacht agent?



News from Port Vauban
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The Green Solution is the new space dedicated to ecological solutions in 
the yachting field during Les Voiles d’Antibes 2020. Hill Robinson and 
Best of Yachting come together to present to captains, crews and owners of 
medium, large and super yachts a range of answers that focus on a more 
ethical business. In recent years the world population has become aware 
of the importance of preserving our planet: it is exactly in this context 
that The Green Solution was born, offering a new visibility to these 
professionals who offer green solutions for the yachting actors, helping 
them save the ecosystem hidden under the waves of the sea they daily sail. 

On the occasion of Les Voiles d’Antibes, which will take place in Port 
Vauban for the twenty-fifth time in 2020, join The Green Solution and 
take advantage of this great event to present your ecofriendly products and 
services. Zoom in on eco-friendly ideas in all the yachting areas: cleaning, 
waste treatment, clothing and linen, atmosphere, safety on board, toys, 
energy savers, recycling, accessories, new clean propulsion boats, ecological 
anchors, fuel… all the variations of a yacht’s or superyacht’s needs can 
become greener!

Voiles d’Antibes - Bastion Sain Jaume Port - Vauban
 3rd to 7th June 2020 - To participate: +33 (0)6 64 65 78 88 

THE YACHTING GREEN SOLUTION For captains, crews and yacht owners

SEEMORE, Travel Group in Antibes
6 Travel agencies in the south of France from 
Beaulieu sur mer to Marseille. 60 years of 
history and experience serving all types of 
travelers. From individual or group trips, 
both on land and at sea, to business trips 
in accordance with your company’s policy. 
From packaged or tailor-made trip, to the 
organization of your congresses. Privileged 
partner of the biggest brands like Air France, 

Club Med, Costa Cruises, MSC, Ponant, 
TUI and many others. Don’t hesitate! 
Entrust your trips to professionals and let 
yourself be carried.

Contact: SEEMORE
11 avenue Guillabert, 06600 Antibes
+33 (0)4 93 34 62 50
antibes@seemore.fr

Your map-made trips

Pencil in Friday 17th April, 15th May, 12th and 26th June, from 9 to 
10.30am in front of the main Capitainerie of Port Vauban, to take part in our 
Dockside Café. Each month features a different Antibes business, where, over 
breakfast, the port community (amateur yachtsmen, crew, professionals, port 
employees...) can share a moment together. A chance to keep up to date on 
what’s happening!

«Cafés Ponton», the Rendez-Vous for News and Chat in Port Vauban


